
Weather Forecast 
Sunny, high about 60 today. Clear, not as 
cold tonight, low about 40 in the city, 34 in 
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60s. (Full report on Page A-2.) 
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U.N.CouncilVotesUnanimously 
For Immediate, Effective Truce 
In Southern Palestine Fighting 

4 .. ..— ft 

Bunche Clashes With 
Israel Representative 
On Cause of Conflict 

By the Associated Press 

PARIS, Oct. 19.—The United 
Nations Security Council today 
unanimously ordered an imme- 
diate and effective cease-fire by 
Jews and Arabs in the Southern 
Palestine desert fighting. 

The Council acted swiftly on the 
report of its interim mediator, Dr. 
Ralph J. Bunche, on the battle be- 
tween Israeli troops and Egyptians 
for the Negeb desert. 

Egypt had announced previously 
that she would accept Dr. Bunche’s 
request for a three-day cease-fire 
Israel rejected it. Israel planes 
today bombed Gaza, Egyptian troop 
base and seat of the recently formed 
Arab Palestine government, for the 
fourth straight day. The Egyptian 
air force, hitting back for the first 
time, was reported to have bombed 
the Jewish settlements in Nir Am 
and Dorot. 

Cease-Fire Voted First. 
The 11-nation Council first voted. 

9 to 0, with Russia and the Soviet 
Ukraine abstaining, to adopt a 
resolution calling for a cease-fire 
and instructing Dr. Bunche to ne- 
gotiate a settlement of the Negeb 
dispute. Syria proposed this reso- 
lution. 

Russia objected to combining the 
cease-fire with the negotiations and 
asked for reconsideration of the res- 
olution by sections. Russia and the 
Ukraine then voted for the cease- 
fire, but abstained on the other sec- 
tion of the resolution. 

The reversal of procedure by the 
Security Council on Syria's Negeb 
resolution was unmecedented, but 

.legal experts said it was proper. 
The Council never before had 

pulled back a resolution already 
adopted in order to vote on it by 
sections. The procedure was or- 
dered at Russian insistance by 
Warren R. Austin, American dele- 
gate, the October president, who is 
sitting as chairman on all issues 
except the Berlin dispute. 

Bernadotte Probe Report Asked. 
The Council also adopted unan- 

imously a British-Chinese resolution 
calling on Israel to report soon on 
any progress in the inquiry into the 
assassination of the mediator, Count 
Folke Bernadotte. The same resolu- 
tion asked more co-operation from 
both Jews and Arabs with the truce 
supervisors. 

The Council then adjourned, to 
prepare for its afternoon meeting on 
the Berlin crisis. 

The Israeli representative in Paris 
and Dr. Bunche clashed during the I 
Council hearing over the causes of. 
the fighting. Israel charged the Se- 
curity Council was “not completely 
and accurately informed” by Dr. 
Bunche on the Jewish-Egyptian 
fighting in the Negeb. 

Israel Declared Hindering Work. 
Dr. Bunche retorted that Israel 

had made the work of the truce ob- 
servers increasingly difficult. 

Aubrey S. Eban, Israel’s repre- 
aentative here, said a “true report” 
by Dr. Bunche would have told of 
“double violations by Egypt” of the 
mediator’s rulings on the use of con- 
voys in the disputed Negeb desert 
area. 

“We are painfully aware of the 
complete unity of some political 
factors” involved in the problem of 
the Negeb, Mr. Eban said. He said 
Israel refuses to let the Negeb be 
pinched oft. Under the original 
Palestine partition plan the Negeb 
was to be Jewish territory, but 
Count Bernadotte recommended in 
his last report that it be given to 
the Arabs. 

Bunche Asks Prompt Action. 
As the Council took up the new 

truce-shattering war in Southern 
Palestine at the interim mediator’s 
urgent request, Dr. Bunche urged 
prompt action to end the fighting. 

He told the Council Israel’s reply 
to his appeal for a three-day cease- 
fire in the new Negeb desert fight- 
ing “amounts to a rejection.” He 
said Egypt had accepted the cease- 
fire and agreed that the dispute 
over Southern Palestine could be 
negotiated in Cairo and Tel Aviv. 

Mahmoud Fawzi of Egypt ex- 
pressed the “deep concern of the 
Egyptian government regarding 
events in the Negeb” and declared: 
“Egypt expects the Security Council 
to stand up to its own responsibili- 
ties.” 

Dr. Bunche said Israel had re- 
fused to accept U. N. control of 
aerial supply of settlements in the 
Negeb, and accepted only the U. N. 
plan for use of the same crossroads 

(See 'U. N., Page A-6.) 

Gen. Marshall Confers 
Hall Hour With Pope 

By the Associated Press 
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Oct. 19.— 

Secretary of State Marshall was re- 
ceived in private 30-minute audience1 
by Pope Pius XII today at the Pon- 
tiff's summer residence. 

Gen. Marshall is en route back to 
the United Nations meeting in Paris, 
after a week-end visit to Athens. He 
arrived in Rome yesterday, ond con- 
ferred with Italian President Luigi 
Einaudi, Premier Alcide de Gasperi 
and Foreign Minister Carlo Sforza. 

Informants said Gen. Marshall’s 
talk with the Pontiff was a “longi 
and cordial one, touching on mat- 
ters of interest to the peace of the 
world and welfare of mankind.” 

Mrs. Marshall accompanied the 
Secretary. They were introduced to 
the Pope by Franklin C. Gowen, 
special assistant to Myron C. Taylor, 
President Truman’s envoy. 

Immediately after the audience, 
Gen. Marshall was shown points of 
interest in the papal summer palace. 
Then he left with Mrs. Marshall for 
Ansio to visit the grave of Lt. Allen 
Tupper Brown, Mrs. Marshall’s son, 
Who was killed in action. 'J 

Allies Denounce 
Reds Tightening 
Berlin Blockade 

U. N. Council Is Told 
Talks Are Futile as 

Long as Siege Lasts 
By the Associated Press 

PARIS, Oct. 19.—The Big 
Three Western Powers denounced 
Russia before the United Nations 
today for tightening the Berlin 
blockade “even as the Security 
Council deliberates” on the Ber- 
lin crisis. 

Delegates of the United States, 
Britain and Prance told the Se- 
curity Council further direct nego- 
tiations with the Soviet Union about 
Germany are useless as long as the 
Russians maintain the blockade. 

Dr. Philip C. Jessup of the United 
States said the Russian strangle- 
hold on highway, railway and river 
communications with Berlin was 

being tightened “even as the Secur- 
ity Council deliberates.” He re- 
ferred to the Soviet order, effective 
yesterday, that all highway traffic 
entering Berlin from any point 
must pass through the Soviet sectdr 
of the city. The Russians are 
searching all vehicles for food and 
other “contraband” destined for the 
blockaded Western sectors. 

“The blockade not only exists 
but is being intensified,” Dr. Jes- 
sup said. 

Reds Held Prolonging Crisis. 
Dr. Jessup. Sir Alexander Cado- 

gan of Britain and Alexander Pa- 
rodi of France told the Council the 
Western powers would not nego- 
tiate on the basis of the four pow- 
ers’ August 30 agreement in princi- 
ple as long as the blockade lasted. 

Mr. Parodi said that, throughout 
all the negotiations with the Rus- 
sians, the Soviet government seemed 
‘'less interested in -solving the ques- 
tion of Berlin than in prolonging 
indefinitely the conversations so as 
to permit agitation in the former 
capital of the Reich.” 

.Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Andrei Y. Vishinsky, snuffling and 
sneezing from a severe cold, sat 
otherwise silently at the Council ta- 
ble during the three-power attack. 

Cadogan Leads Off Attack. 
Argentine Foreign Minister Juan 

Atilio Bramuglia called the meet- 
ing to order and Cadogan led off the 
Western attack with an indictment 
of the Soviet blockade. 

Cadogan served notice that the 
three Western powers now feel it is 

I impossbile to negotiate with the 
Russians, even on the basis of the 
August 30 agreement. 

The Western nations agreed in 
principle August 30 to accept the 
Soviet mark as Berlin’s sole cur- 
rency in exchange for a lifting of 
the blockade, but the arrangement 
broke down in Berlin negotiations. 

The Soviets recently demanded 
renewal of direct four-power nego- 
tiations on the basis of the August 
30 agreement. 

Replies to Bramuglia. 
Cadogan spoke to answer a re- 

quest from Mr. Bramuglia, the act- 
ing Council President, for details on 
the blockade, the August 30 agree- 
ment and how it was acted on by 
the Big Four Zonal commanders in 

; Germany. 
The Argentine conferred with the 

five other representatives of the 
so-called “Little Six” powers of the 
Council just before the meeting be- 

(See BERLIN. Page A-6.) 

Countess Gizycka Reports 
Her Apartment Searched 

By the Associated Press 

NEW YORK, Oct. 19.—Detectives 
today investigated an attempted 
burglary in the penthouse apart- 
ment of Countess Felicia Gizycka, 
daughter of the late Mrs. Eleanor 
M. Patterson, owner and publisher 
of the Washington Times-Herald. 

Nothing was taken when the 
apartment was. entered Saturday 
night, police said. 

Police said the Countess found her 
apartment door unlocked and glass 
broken in a sun porch window when 
she returned from a visit. There 
were signs of a quick search for 
something, police said, but nothing 
was missing. 

The Countess filed suit in Wash- 
ington last month to break the will 
of her mother. Mrs. Patterson’s to- 
tal estate is valued at more than 
$15,000,000. 

Israeli Planes Bomb 
Arab Capital at Gaza 
Fourth Straight Day 

By tht Associated Press 

TEL AVIV, Israel, Oct. 19.— 
Israeli air force bombing of 
Gaza roared into its fourth 
straight day today and. the Arab 
civilian population was reported 
in flight from the capital of the 
Arab-proclaimed Palestine state. 

United Nations' observers already 
have left the port city. How nearly 
deserted it was could not be 
learned, but its use as a seat of the 
Arab government seemed to have 
been abandoned for the time being. 
Egyptian forces have occupied it. 

The Israeli Army announced it 
had shot down two Egyptian Spit- 
fires in Southern Palestine today. 
One plane fell into the sea in 
Israeli waters when struck by the 
fire of antiaircraft guns aooard a 

Jewish patrol ship it was attack- 
ing, the communique said. The 
second was reported downed by an 

Israeli plane in a dogfight over the 
Negeb front lines. 

Deny Aim to Capture Gaza. 
Israeli military authorities here 

said it is not their intention to 

capture Gaza during the present 
Jewish-Egyptian battle for the Negeb 
Desert in Southern Palestine. 

The Israelis, who have rejected 
the latest United Nations proposals 
for a cease-fire in the Negeb fight- 
ing, have blasted open a supply road 
to 23 Jewish settlements in the Negeb 
through infantry and armor attacks 
with air support. 

Jewish planes, striding again by 
full moon, raided El Arish airfield, 

jBeersheba, Biet Jibrin, Majdal and 
Faluja last night. 

The Egyptian air force, hitting 
back for the first time in the pres- 
ent truce-breaking battle, was re- 

ported to have bombed the Jewish 
settlements of Nir Am and Dorot. 

Ground Fighting Slackens. 
Ground fighting appeared to be 

slackening today for the first time 
since the Jews lashed out against 
Egyptian gunposts which had con- 

trolled the approaches to the Negeb. 
Israeli military headquarters re- 

ported small-scale Egyptian counter- 
attacks against Jewish positions 
along the Majdal-Faluja line. 

Censorship permitted disclosure 
that the Israeli attack yesterday 
captured Kaukaba and the long-! 
disputed Hill 113, control points ofi 
the road south of Negba, where J 
the breakthrough was made by thei 
Jews in the Majdal-Faluja line.^ 
This appeared to open the Negeb 
road, which, the Israeli army said 
was its objective. 

An official spokesman said, how-! 
ever, that operations were continu-j 
ing to broaden this control. 

4 Killed, 40 Injured 
In Texas City Blasts 

By the Associated Press 

TEXAS CITY. Oct. 19—Four 
persons were burned fatally, and, 
about 40 others injured in a gas 
explosion and fire which -swept a 

line of automobiles at a blocked I 
railroad crossing here last night. 

Three of the deaths occurred this! 
morning. 

The dead are: Clarence Stewart, 
24, Negro taxicab driver from Gal- 
veston; Corniel Olivei, 20, Negro, 
Galveston; Sylvester Villareal, Gal- 
veston, and Jack Flynn, Joplin, Mo. 

The injured were taken to hos- 
pitals here and in nearby Galveston. 

The blasts occurred near a rail- 
road crossing where more than a 
dozen cars were waiting to cross. 
Flames engulfed the automobiles. 

Police Chief W. L. Ladish said 
that propane gas leaking from a 

pipeline by the side of the highway 
became ignited, following in rapid 
succession by the explosion of a 
railroad gas tank car and a blast, 
in the processing plant of the nearby 
Stone oil refinery. 

Late News 
Bulletin 
A\eyers Indicted Again 

Maj. Gen. Bennett E. Meyers, 
former Army Air Forces pro- 
curement officer now serving a 

20 month to 5 year prison 
term, today was indicted' in 
Baltimore for the second time 
for income tax evasion. He 
was accused of understating 
his income by $82,989.12 during 
the five-year period from 1942 
through 1946. The total tax 
evasion charges against him 
now total $61,390.14. 

Attempt to Kill Korean Chief 
Before Flight to Tokyo Fails 

By tht A»socia*«d Prni 

TOKYO. Oct. 19.—President 
Syngman Rhee of South Korea 
landed here safely today for a 

courtesy call on Gen. MacArthur 
without knowing about a dynamite 
plot against his life in Seoul. "• 

Seoul's police chief, Kim Tai Sun, 
waited until Dr. Rhee reached 
Tokyo in Gen. MacArthur’s plane 
“Bataan" to tell of the discovery of 
60 pounds of dynamite planted 
under the road leading from the 
presidential mansion. It was de- 
tected before Dr. Rhee left for 
Tokyo this morning. 

The explosives, in the form of a 
half dozen “pole charges,” were 
found last night by a policeman 
after noticing a man loitering near- 
by. Investigators also came across 
500 yards of wire leading from the 
dynamite to a concealed battery. 
Hie suspect fled, waving a pistol. 

Chief Kim refused to speculate on 
the group responsible for the latest 
attempt against Dr. Rhee, veteran 
rightist politician who heads the 
government created in the Ameri- 
can-occupied southern half of 
Korea. Government officials have 
blamed pait assassination plots on 

both Communists and anti-admin- 
istration forces. The Communist? 
favor the rival Russian-sponsored 
regime in North Korea. 

Dr. Rhee was closely guarded here 
from the moment he stepped off 
Gen. MacArthur’s big plane. Secur- 
ity officers took unusual precautions 
against a possible attempt on his 
life by Korean political opponents 
in Japan. 

Gen. and Mrs. MacArthur wel- 
comed President and Mrs. Rhee at 
Haneda airfield. The Korean Pres- 
ident reviewed members of Gen. 
MacArthur’s honor guard and re- 
ceived a 21-gun salute. 

Truman Warns 
South on Voting 
By Prejudice 

Walking Out in Huff 
Won't Solve Injustice, 
He Says at Raleigh 

DEWEY’S CONFIDENCE Indicated 
by Slowing of Campaign. 

Page A-2. 

By Joseph A. Fox 
Star Staff Correspondent 

RALEIGH. N. C., Oct. 19.— 
President Truman today warned 
North Carolina voters against 
exercising their right of fran- 
chise in the spirit of “passion 
and prejudice,” as he took part 

:in the dedication here of a me- 
morial to three Presidents whom 
the State claims as native sons— 
Andrew Jackson, James K. Polk 
and Andrew Johnson. 

Later today the President speaks 
at the North Carolina State Fair, 
then flies back to Washington, where 
he is due at 5:15 p.m. 

In a speech that was interpreted 
as bearing generally on the Southern 
fight on him because of anger over 
his civil rights program, Mr. Truman 
declared that “the way to correct in- 
justice in a democracy is by reason 
and debate, never by walking out 
in a huff.” 

Then he added: “To attempt to 
correct injustice by disunion is to 
apply a remedy that is worse than 
the disease." 

Thousands Line iydewalks. 
The President paraded to the 

State Capitol grounds for his speech 
before thousands lining the side- 
walks of downtown Raleigh. 

A husky-voiced spectator at one 
intersection carried on a one-man 
demonstration for tne States’ Rights 
ticket. 

Gov. R. Gregg Cherry, Senators 
Hoey and Umstead, and Secretary of 
Army Royall joined Mr. Truman in: 
a reviewing stand to watch a 20- 
minute parade which included, be- 
sides military units, a car of 
Daughters of the Confederacy and 
a Marine band playing “Dixie.” 
Troops included the all-Negro 503d 
.Antiaircraft Unit of the 82d Air- 
borne Division. 

The monument was unveiled by 
three kinfolk of the three Presi- 
dents, C. Lawrence Winn of Hermi- 
tage, Tenn., a great-great-grandson 
by adoption of Jackson; James 
Knox Polk of Warrenton, a great 
nephew of Polk, and Margaret John- 
son Patterson of Greenville, Tenn., 
a great-great-granddaughter of 
Johnson. I 

Truman Draws Parallel. 
Mr, Truman spoke against a back- 

ground of bitterness that has been 
engendered by the civil rights issue, 
and in homely fashion he drew an 

implied parallel between the era of 
the three who were honored today 
and his own administration. 

“Each of the three men whose 
fame this monument celebrates held 
th^ office of President in time of 
trouble,” he said. 

“Andrew Jackson had to face the 
nullification crisis, which was the 
first threat of secession. 

“James K. Polk was confronted by 
the Mexican War. 

“Andrew Johnson was caught in 
the mass hysteria following a war 
in which more American blood was 

spilled than in both the World Wars 
of our time. 

Says Acts Were Misunderstood. 
“Because they lived through days 

when reason was overc<#ne by emo- 
tion, their acts were misunderstood 
and misinterpreted. And because 
they were misunderstood, they were 
libeled beyond the lot of most Presi- 
dents. Intense feeling obscures the 
truth. And so it is not surprising 
that estimates of these men made 
by their contemporaries have been 
almost completely discarded by later 
generations.” 

The message of the three lives, 
Mr. Truman continued, “is not only i true as to the past, but is also en- 
couraging as to the future. 

“That message is: ‘Do your duty 
and history will do you justice.’ 

Recalling Jackson's firm stand 
when the “tariff of abomination in 
1828 provoked the nullification 
movement in South Carolina, the 
President spoke of "the pain it cost 
him to stand against people so 
closely allied to him.” He added: 

"It was his duty, and he did it. 
* * * A man more careful to preserve 
his own peace than to ‘preserve, 
protect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States, might have 
drifted into ways that would have 
ended in the destruction of the 
Union.’ 

Tells of Polk's Troubles. 
Of Polk, Mr. Truman recalled that 

his efforts to negotiate a generous 
peace, after the war with Mexico, 
met interference in the Hous “in 
such a way as to draw the lines for 
great internal conflict in later years” 
—the Civil War. 

The reference was to a rider on 
the bill making the first payment to 

(See TRUMAN, Page A-4.) 

Chile Volcano Erupts; 
40 Reported Killed 

ly lh« Auocialtd Prail 

SANTIAGO, Chile, Oct. 19.—Forty 
persons are reported dead and 200 
missing in a violent eight-hour 
eruption of the Villarrica volcano of 
Cautin Province, 400 miles south of 
here. 

Provincial Governor Agustin Pa- 
rada said the volcano, which has 
been spounting smoke since April, 
erupted yesterday morning and 
poured out lava for eight hours. 

Damage may reach 50,000,000 
pesos ($1,500,000). 

Reports indicated the lava flowed 
to a point between the resort town 
of Pucon and Villarrica, both on 

the bank of Lake Villarrica and 
about 6 miles apart. Farm huts were 
engulfed. Pucon was isolated, except 
by boat. Inhabitants of the moun- 
tainside fled as firefighters and 
medical crews were rushed to the 
area from nearby commulnties. 
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Brauchitsch, Former Nazi Army 
Chief, Dies, Awaiting Trial 

Heart Illness Fatal 
At 67; Widow Also 
Reported Near Death 

By the Associated Press 

HAMBURG, Germany, Oct. 19. 
—Field Marshal Walther voit 
Brauchitsch died last night in: 
the British Military Hospital j 
here, where he was under guard 
awaiting trial as a war criminal. 

Von Brauchitsch, commander in 
chief of the German Army at the 
outbreak of the war, had faced 
trial with three other leaders ofi 
the German Army of World War II 
—Field Marshals Gerd von Rund- 
stedt and Erich von Mannstein and 
Col. Gen. Adolf Strauss—all in Brit- 
ish custody. 

A British Army announcement 
said Von Brauchitsch, 67, died of 
coronary thrombosis. He had been 
placed on the critical list only three 
hours before. 

Mrs. Charlotte von Brauchitsch, 
wife of the field marshal, is not ex- 
pected to live through another night, 
officials of the military hospital said. 
She also is suffering from coronary 
thrombosis. She had been a patient 
in a German civilian hospital, but 
was taken to the military hospital 

FIELD MARSHAL VON 
BRA VCHITSCH. • 

—AF Wirephoto. 

to be with her husband in his 
last hours. 

Von Rundstedt, Von Mannstein 
and Strauss also are in the military 
hospital. Alt four were taken there 
last month, and placed in comfort- 
able quarters under constant guard. 

(See BRAUCHITSCH, Page A-4.) 

40 Injured in France 
As Police Clash With 
Mine Walkout Pickets 

Strikers Attack Force 
Occupying Pit; Eight 
Arrested in Battle 

By th« Associated Press 

PARIS, Oct. 19.—Forty persons 
were Injured when police and 
mine strikers clashed near St. 
Etienne, the semiofficial news 

agency France Presse said today. 
The outbreak in Central France 

occurred, the agency said, when 
pickets attacked police occupying 
Roche La Moliere mine. Eigfct 
strikers were arrested. 

The .strikers used stones and 
scraps of metal and the police re- 
plied with tear gas bombs. The 
wounded were equally distributed; 
between the police and miners, the 
agency said. Strikers cleared from 
the pits and two flooded pumps were 
put back into operation. 

Mass for Showdown. 
Elsewhere in France, pickets, and 

troops and police massed for a 
showdown in the coal strike. Pub- 
lic services broke down in the north- 
ern coal fields. Mines were flooded 
in the south. 

Occupation of threatened spots 
continued. Police took over a power 
plant at Carmaux despite a crowd 
of 1,000 strikers led by Communist 
Deputy Roger Garaudy, and a sup- 
ply of power was assured for mines 
in that southwestern region. 

There also was police action in 
the northern basin. At one mine 
near Bethune police cleared away a 

picket group that had prevented a 

voluntary security team from work- 
ing. At another they halted a 

group of 100 picketers who sought 
to stop a team already on the job. 

Reds Battle Workers. 
A short clash occurred at La For- 

est when a group of pro-Communist 
pickets prevented about 100 non- 
Communist miners from resuming 
work. No injuries were reported. 

At Lens, in the heart of the main 
(See FRANCE, Page A-4.) 

Burgess Meredith Robbed 
PARIS, Oct. 19 [IP).—Burgess 

Meredith, American film star now 

making a movie here, was robbed 
of 10,000 francs by a thief who rifled 
his trousers in his room last night. 
At the free rate, that's $32. 

Political Broadcasts 
Political broadcasts tonight 

over District radio stations are 
as follows: 

President Truman from Ra- 
leigh, N. C., NBC network, 3 to 
3:30 pjn., WRC. 

Democratic and Republican 
National Committee Chairmen 
McGrath and Scott discuss 
“Truman vs. Dewey” in Amer- 
ican Forum of the Air, MBS 

" 
network, 10 to 10:30 p.m., WOL. 

Chest Campaign Gifts 
Go Over Million Mark; 
25% of Goal Reached 

Business Units List 
Collections of $290,275 
At Report Meeting 

BULLETIN 
The. Community Chest Fed- 

eration’s 1949 campaign went 
over the $1,000,000 mark today 
as business units turned in 
$290,275 at their report meet- 
ing at the Hotel Washington. 
The $1,145,517 collected so far 
represents 25 per cent of the 
$4,566,790 goal. 
Leaders of the 1949 Red 

Feather campaign in Washing-! 
ton’s business community were; 
expected to report substantial! 
gains toward their $2,194,661 
quota at a report luncheon today 
at the Hotel Washington 

Between them. Business Units 1 
and 2 are responsible for the col- 
lection of nearly half of the Com- 
munity Chest's $4,566,790 goal for 
the support of 104 local Red Feather 
Agencies and the USO. 

At a meeting last Friday, the units 
together reported 516 gifts, repre- 
senting $86,573 or just short of 4 
per cent of their quota. 

2,000 Solicitors in Unit. 
Volunteer division chairmen of 

the unit have received letters from 
Leon Chatelain, jr., general vice 
chairman of the campaign and pres- 
ident of the Washington Board of 
Trade, urging them to be present 
with their section chairmen and 
team captains at today’s meeting. 

(See CHEST, Page A-6.) 

20 Groups to Appear 
At Hearing Thursday 
On Budget Estimates 

View of Citizens Sought 
On Departmental Pleas 
Totaling $110,188,648 

By Jerry O'Leary, Jr. 
Public hearings on the Dis- 

trict’s departmental budget esti- 
mates for the 1950 fiscal year 
will be held before the Commis- 
sioners at 10 a.m. Thursday in 
the District Building Board 
Room. 

Geoffrey M. Thomett, secretary 
to the Commissioners, said 20 or- 

ganizations have given notice of 
their intention to testify on the 
$110,188,648 budget. 

Any other groups or interested 
persons may appear to give their 
views. Mr. Thomett said. The 
Commissioners already have held 
closed hearings on the budget esti- 
mates with the responsible depart- 
ment heads, but have announced 
they wilL not begin to ‘‘mark up” 
the document until after the views 
of Washington residents are re- 
ceived. 

Based on Existing Legislation. 
The $110,188,648 over-all estimate 

is broken down into the general 
fund, $94,394,831; the highway fund, 
$9,456,817, and the water fund, 
$6,337,000. The latter two funds are 

largely self-sustaining. The gen- 
eral fund revenue availability for 
fiscal 1950 has been estimated by 
Budget Officer Walter L. Fowler as 

$80,951,455, based on existing legis- 
lation. 

If the Commissioners were to ap- 
prove the $94,394,831 estimate in the 
general fund—as they almost cer- 
tainly will not—a deficit of $13,433,- 
376 would result. Any pay raise 
granted by Congress at the next 
session would increase this deficit. 

The possibility that the District 
may be given a 2 per cent sales tax 
at the next session of Congress is 
not taken into account in Mr. 
Fowler's figures. 

Organizations to Appear. 
Those organizations already slated 

to appear Thursday and the order 
in which they will be heard are as 
follows: 

Washington Board of Trade, Gen. 
David I. McOoach, jr., chairman of 
the Municipal Funds Committee; 
Washington Taxpayers’ Association, 
Rufus S. Lusk, president; League of 

(See BUDGET, Page A-4.) 

Gen. LeMay Takes Charge 
Of Strategic Air Command 

By th« Associated Press 
Lt. Gen Curtis E. LeMay took 

over today as the new chief of the 
Strategic Air Command. 

Gen. LeMay, veteran of air cam- 

paigns in Europe and the Pacific 
during World War II, came here 
Sunday from Germany where he 
was chief of United States Air 
Forces in Europe. He succeeds Gen. 
George C. Kenney, who has been 
assigned to head the Air University 
at Maxwell Base, Ala. 

Gen. LeMay spent yesterday con- 

ferring with Air Secretary Syming- 
ton, Gen. Hoyt S, Vandenberg, chief 
of* the Air Force, and other officials 
at toe Pentagon. This morning he 
took over his desk at Strategic Air 
Command headquarters at Andrews 
Air Base, Md. \ 

\ 

Laborer Gets House in $1 Raffle, 
Takes $7,500 in Cash Instead 

A colored laborer at the filtration 
plant at First and Douglas streets 
N.W., has $7,500 today as a result 
of risking a dollar on two raffle 
titkets last week. 

He is Charles Edward Perry, 26, 
Who lives with a brother-in-law at 
105 Rhode Island avenue N.W. 

Saturday night he was notified he 
had won a prefabricated house in a 
raffle conducted by St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church in Silver Spring. 
Since Mr. Perry did not want the 
house, the church gave him $7,500 
instead. He received the money 
with shaking hands yesterday. It’s 
in the bank now. 

“I’m not figuring on buying any- 
thing,” he said today. 

But he has a plan. Mr. Perry has 
a cousin—the 16-year-old grand- 
daughter of his mother’s sister—in 
South Carolina. She is just about 

to graduate from a Catholic high 
school. 

“If she wants to go to college 
here, I thought I’d try to see that 
she could,” Mr. Perry said. 

He is not married and said he 
hasn’t any ideas about getting 
married. 

The house was erected by the 
church at Fenton street and Persh- 
ing drive in Silver Spring. 

The Rev. Joseph J. Deppe, pastor, 
explained the house was put on 

public land with the permission of 
the Montgomery County Park and 
Planning Commission. 

Therefore, the ultimate owner of 
the house has to move it. Father 
Deppe explained that Mr. Perry had 
no lot, so took the money instead. 

Now the church plans to sell the 
structure, either to persons now in- 
terested in buying it or at auction. 
The raffle was for the building fund 
of the church. 

Fire Code to Cut 
Public Seating 
At D. C. Schools 

Egress Law Limits 
Use of Auditoriums 
And Gymnasiums 

By Coit Hendley, Jr. 
Seating capacities in public 

school auditoriums, cafeterias 
and gymnasiums may be reduced 
materially when the new District 
fire prevention regulations for 
existing buildings go into effect 
on January 1. 

For the fiirst time, these “places 
of public assembly” in the schools 
will be subject to a check for seat- 
ing capacity by the building in- 
spector's office. Previously, in many 
instances, the only time the capac- 
ity was figured was when the 
building was constructed— in con- 
formity with existing building codes. 

The school checkup has first pri- 
ority in the inspections being made 
of more than 16,000 structures here 
preparatory to enforcement of the 
new fire prevention and fire control 
laws. On January 1 the new code, 
generally known as the “egress reg- 
ulations,” goes into effect for build- 
ings in existence before March 8 
1946. 

May Cost $500,000. 
.The code is expected to cost the 

school system at least $500,000 to 
bring the older buildings into line. 
Just what the exact cost will be is 
not certain at present because the 
compilation of all that is wrong has 
not been completed 

The schools have been inspected 
yearly by men from Fire Marshal 
Raymond C. Roberts’ office, but 
these inspections never have in- 
cluded computing the capacity of 
the auditoriums, cafeterias and 
gymnasiums. 

Mr. Roberts said his inspections 
were made on the order of the 
Commissioners and were to check 
maintenance of fire protection 
equipment. Normally the inspec- 
tors note any major building code 
violations that should be remedied, 
he added, although he has no juris- 
diction over such matters. 

This was why many egress viola- 
tions—which require expensive 
structural changes—appeared on 
his annual report on the schools, 
Mr. Roberts said. 

McKinley an Exception. 
The Building Inspector’s office 

said the school auditoriums, cafe- 
terias and gymnasiums were not 
checked for capacity in the past 
and that rated capacities, generally, 
were the same as when the build- 
ings were, constructed. 

One example to the contrary is 
the McKinley High School gym- 
nasium, Mr. Roberts pointed out. 

An inspector from the Fire De- 
partment last May noted that the 
gymnasium had bleachers installed 
which brought the cacapity of the 
hall to 2,900 which apparently was 
too high for -the number of exits. 
Consequently, a memorandum was 
sent to the Building Inspector's of- 
fice. 

The formula for determining the 
seating capacity (practically the 
same as it will be in the new regu- 
lations) showed that no more than 
about 700 persons should be seated 
in the gym to be safe. As a result, 
McKinley's gymnasium now is oper- 
ating with only a 700 capacity on 
order of the Building Inspector’s 
office. The only way to raise it 
would be to add new exits. 

Four Auditoriums Closed. 
In a similar manner four school 

auditoriums were closed during the 
last school year. 

These four, all located on third 
floors, were at the old Bell Voca- 
tional High School (now the Bell 
Annex at Seventh and O streets 
N.W.), Terrell Junior High School, 
Hine Junior High School and Sum- 
ner Elementary School. 

The fire marshal noted on his 
report that they did not have suf- 
ficient fireproof exits. School of- 
ficials closed them on advice of the 
Commissioners, who acted on the 
recommendation of the building in- 
spector’s office. 

As a result of the annual inspec- 
tion reports of the fire marshal. 
School Supt. Hobart M. Corning and 
the Board of Education asked for 
$111,500 in the 1950 school budget, 
which now is in the hands of the 
Commissioners. This sum would 
take care of the most urgent struc- 
tural changes needed to correct vio- 
lations and would be the first one- 

fifth of a five-year program to cost 
more than $500,000. 

This figure may go up when Di- 
rector of Inspections Robert H. 
Davis makes his final report on the 
schools’ needs in the way of in- 
closing stairways, fireproofing halls, 
cutting extra exits and installing 
fireproof doors, modern alarm sys- 
tems and emergency exit lights and 
signs. 

Mr, Roberts said the amount “un- 
doubtedly” would increase, but he 

(See FIRE REGULATIONS, A-4.) 

Phone Union Accepts 
First ’48 Wage Pact 

The first wage agreement reached 
in collective bargaining this year be- 
tween a Bell System company and 
a traffic division of the Communica- 
tion Workers of America (independ- 
ent) was approved by the CWA Ex- 
ecutive Board today for 11,000 Illi- 
nois traffic employes. 

Joseph A. Beime, union president, 
said he }ioped the settlement would 
"help break the logjam” in other 
contracts being negotiated for about 
190,000 workers throughout the 
Nation. 

Two Washington divisions of CWA 
last week refused to accept Chesa- 
peake & Potomac Telephone Co. 
offers ranging from $1 to $5 weekly 
increases. 

Although the Illinois settlement 
was announced at raises from $2 to 
$4 a week for traffic department 
workers throughout the State, union 
officials said concessions in higher 
service observer rates and in night 
differential payments raised th« 
maximum to $7. 


